
 

A Nation in Need of Humility – 2 Chron 7:1-22 
 

Introduction – “I now come to that part of Christian morals where they differ most sharply from all other morals. There is one vice of 
which no man in the world is free; which every one in the world loathes when he sees it in someone else; and of which hardly any 
people, except Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty themselves. I have heard people admit that they are bad-tempered, or that 
they cannot keep their heads about girls or drink, or even that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever heard anyone who was not a 
Christian accuse himself of this vice. And at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not a Christian, who showed the 
slightest mercy to it in others. There is no fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which we are more unconscious of in 
ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the more we dislike it in others.” – C. S. Lewis.  Lewis goes on to name this sin:  Pride or 
Self Conceit, and notes the Christian virtue which was its opposite:  Humility.  I would argue that this is a sin which must be dealt with 
on an individual as well as national level, especially in light of our upcoming national, state, and local elections. 
 
Warnings to a Nation with Something to be Proud Of (2 Chron 7:1-14) – God had declared Israel to be “His people,” had 
raised up Solomon, the “Son of David” to sit on the throne and to build the promised Temple for YHWH.  As fire fell, signs of YHWH’s 
pleasure in the worship by His people, even then, they declared, “He is good; His mercy endures forever” (vv1-5).  The house of the 
LORD was dedicated with the psalms of David, with more offerings than one altar could contain and after seven days of celebration 
and a day of a sacred assembly, Solomon sent the people home full of gladness (vv6-11).  Then God appeared to Solomon by night, 
acknowledged the prayer of dedication (recorded in Chapter 6), and agreed to make the Temple “a place for Myself” (v12).  
Immediately, he warns Solomon of impending physical signs of judgment that will befall the nation and what they must do in order to 
repent (vv13-14).  God will openly watch and listen to the worship and prayer of the people, and further, He will judge them, blessing 
them openly if they obey and uprooting them from the land if they forsake Him and His ways (vv15-22). 
Proud in All The Wrong Ways (vv13-14) – Verse 13 is a summary of exactly what God had warned Israel through Moses that He 
would do if they forgot Him and if they took pride in themselves (Deut 8:11-20, 28:15ff).  Their central sin would be pride (Deut 8:17), 
and their only way out would be to humble themselves (2 Chron 7:14).  Elijah proclaimed this judgment upon king Ahab (1 Kings 17) 
and eventually Ezekiel and other prophets prophesied and saw the exile of Judah in their day. 
The Real Sin of Sodom and Jerusalem (Ezekiel 16:46-50) – Ezekiel said that Jerusalem’s sin was more corrupt than Sodom, and 
then says something important about Sodom’s sin:  “She…had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.  And they were haughty and committed abomination before Me…”  The national sin of 
Sodom began with pride and ended with the abominations of open homosexuality.  As Christians, we must be careful to repent of the 
root and branch of our sin and not simply the branch. 
 
The Real Sin of Americans and Americanism – There are things that we, as Americans, should be proud of, in the right kind of 
way.  God was kind and merciful to us in our War for Independence and brought us out from tyranny, biblically defined.  The 
establishment of a nation of Christians and the law of Christ was at the heart of the laws of the land, both federally and at the state 
level, with very few exceptions.  We are like Israel, not in having been specially chosen, but in having been greatly blessed, we too, like 
Jeshurun, have “waxed fat and kicked.”  We are full of ourselves. 
Identifying Pride – The Proud do not seek God and God is in none of their thoughts (Psalm 10:4).  The Proud forge lies against those 
who trust in God (Psalm 119:69), and dig pits for them (119:85, 140:5).  The proud are listed with “backbiters, haters of God, 
violent…inventors of evil things, disobedient to children (Rom 1:30); lovers of themselves, lovers of money…blasphemers…unthankful 
(2 Tim 3:2). 
American-style Pride – We trust first in our military might and not in the LORD (Psalm 20:7).  We love our individualism where Jesus 
is Lord of my heart, but has nothing to say regarding civil government policies.  And then we bemoan the idols of destruction upon our 
land, wondering how the liberals got so much control and why the conservatives keep going the same way, just riding the brakes a bit 
on the way over the cliff.  Traditionalists want salvation for the nation, but refuse to openly acknowledge the only Savior, Jesus Christ 
(Psalm 2:12, Matt 28:18-20).  And so, here we are, with our culture of death (Prov 8:36). 
 
Where Does Humility Come From? – America needs to stop thinking about itself.  Americans need to stop thinking about 
themselves.  How do you do that?  Acknowledgment of Jesus as Lord (by name) and expressed gratitude to Him for all things is the 
cure for pride (Phil 2:10-11, Rom 1:21).  We act as though, at the national level, to do that, we would be acting sectarian; but we will 
worship someone, and so our idol has become ourselves, our “exceptionalism,” and we reveal our pride.  Americans are pretty 
comfortable with that at the national level because far too many Christians are comfortable with that at the individual level.  Only Jesus 
can save us, and so we must pray for preachers to preach a gospel that lifts up the cross.  When the cross is lifted up, when it is 
declared that there is no other way for a man or a nation to be saved, then men will stream to Him (John 12:32).  That can save us – 
and nothing else. 
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