
Ambassadors for Christ – 2 Cor 5:20 
 
Introduction – Some people seem to be natural ambassadors for Christ.  They look for opportunities, are exuberant about their 
faith, speak boldly and represent the kingdom well in word and deed.  And then there are the rest of us.  We may know our doctrine, 
we may be able to give a defense for the faith, but we don’t seem to find the time or feel we have the skill to be an outspoken 
ambassador.  The Word of God teaches us certain truths that, rightly understood and applied, can make all of us more faithful 
ambassadors for Christ. 
 
Ambassadors and Light - “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on 
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” (2 Cor 5:20).  To be an ambassador is to be appointed by a sovereign to go and represent your 
kingdom in all its dignity.  Paul saw his apostolic ministry as one who was an ambassador, but all Christians are ambassadors as well.  
Our lives are to be a testimony to the light of the gospel (Matt 5:14-16).  God has shone His light in our hearts “to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor 4:6).  When we speak as ambassadors it is as though God were pleading 
through us.  Consider the sovereignty, power and grace of that God who is speaking through you. 
 
God’s Sovereignty:  Every Appointment Ordained (Acts 17:24-26) – God has created everything, He is the source of all 
life, and He has determined every preappointed time and place.  Verse 27 tells us why He has done this: “so that they should seek the 
Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him…”  Why do you have the extended family you have?  Why do you have 
those particular neighbors?  Why is that family on your kid’s baseball team?  Why do you have the co-workers you do?  Why is that 
your waitress or barista or postman?  What if we viewed the next encounter as a pre-arranged appointment from God for each one of 
us to interact in as a Christian and not simply as a nice guy? 
This doesn’t mean that we are to start sharing the gospel with everyone all the time.  It does mean that we are to self-consciously 
acknowledge that God is up to something and that we are to love that person in front of us.  If we are ambassadors in that moment, 
then God is desirous in that moment for their reconciliation to Him.  “He is a God who is terrible in His justice, but He delighteth in mercy.  
To bless men and make them happy is His continual joy…” – Spurgeon. 
 
God’s Grace:  Assurance from our Father (Rom 8:15-18) – Kids always do better and feel more confident when they know 
the acceptance and approval of their parents.  God the Father is well-pleased with you because He is your Father and you are His son, 
not because of anything you have or have not done.  Jesus had done nothing at the time of His baptism; His ministry had not yet 
begun, and the Father was “well-pleased” with Him (Matt 3:17).  In this way, He treats us just like He treats Jesus, because we are in 
Christ.  That assurance produces confidence to witness to others; we care far less about what others think of us and find ourselves 
caring far more about them.  The opinion of our family, friends and coworkers is not what gives us value for we are deeply loved 
children of God (1 John 3:1). 
In addition, your witness is even stronger in the midst of sufferings because your hope in future grace (Rom 8:17-18) blows people away 
– they want to know what keeps you steady in the midst of life’s storms.  You are then able to testify that nothing separates you from 
the love of God (8:38-39). 
 
God’s Power:  Confidence in God’s Ability (2 Cor 4:4-6) – All fine and good, but there still is that nagging feeling that it 
just doesn’t work, we’re never successful, always get tongue-tied, and so on.  Well, one thing is for sure.  You are right.  You can’t make 
someone come to faith in Christ.  Why?  Well, it takes the power that was required to speak light into darkness.  They cannot see the 
light of the gospel because they are spiritually blind and nothing you or I do or say can give spiritual sight. 
The question is, do you believe that God has the power to create light out of darkness?  Do you believe that God has the ability to 
grant your friend faith?  As ambassadors, we speak on behalf of God, and what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord 
(v5).  We talk about Christ; God opens blind eyes.  Or, put another way, we plant and water, but God alone gives the increase (1 Cor 
3:6-7). 
 
Ambassadors for Christ – God ordains every relationship, conversation and circumstance in your life.  As an ambassador for 
Christ, what must you then believe in the moment?  God’s grace in your life, even in times of suffering, assures you of His unending 
love for you and eternal purpose for you.  How does that bolster your confidence as an ambassador in a hostile world?  God’s power is 
infinite, flows from His Word and transforms the world.  What does that mean for you as an ambassador as you speak?  
Who’s Life Could You Interrupt this Summer? – Summer is a great interruption of much of the normal patterns of family life.  
It’s a natural time to do something different – to see the newness of a circumstance or relationship and self-consciously act as an 
ambassador. 
Pray for Ambassadors (Eph 6:19-20) – Paul asked for prayer that, as an ambassador, he would speak boldly about Jesus.  Pray for 
those who preach the gospel.  Pray for those who will have an opportunity to speak about Jesus in their neighborhood, workplace, 
family reunion…wherever. 
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