
Education and the Promises of God – Eph 6:1-4 
 
Introduction – The education of a generation is nothing less than working out in our children what God (or some false god) has been 
working in us.  Education is one of the most religious things we do for it is the enculturation of an entire worldview into the heart, soul, 
mind and body of a child.  Every form of education has a set of foundational beliefs about life, the world, and the children we are 
teaching.  And those foundations go all the way down to our core beliefs in God (or some false god).  For Christians, the kinds of 
education we have been willing to give our children reveal that we have a false view of God, of His promises and commands, and most 
importantly, His faithfulness. 
 
 
The Command with a Promise (Eph 6:1-3) – Children are to obey and honor their parents in the Lord because God promises that 
blessings will follow.  But something far deeper is to be learned here.  Paul is giving these promises to Gentile children who will not be 
living in Israel.  The promises of the OT are fulfilled in Jesus Christ and expanded to His reign which is over all nations. 
Education by Faith – When we turn to the subject of education (which we will in the next verse), it is important to keep this lesson of 
faith in the promises of God in mind.  We are not to choose Christian education because there are less guns, drugs, and sleazy looking 
kids if we keep them home or put them in a Christian school.  We are to choose a Christian education because we are acting on what 
God is promising, working out what He is working in.  And He has promised us that our covenant promises are to us and to our children 
(Deut 7:9, Psalm 102:28, 103:17, Luke 1:50, Acts 2:39).  Faith in these promises is a gift of God and is the faith by which you were 
saved (Eph 2:8-9).  Faith is the natural response to the perceived faithfulness of God, and that perceiving is also a gift.   
 
 
The Grace of Education (Eph 6:4) - Christian education is a gift of God, lest any should boast.  Fathers are to bring their children 
“up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”  The Greek words paideia and nouthesia, especially in this context, refer to the full 
enculturation of an entire worldview into the entire being of the pupil.  It refers to far more than the lessons taught in the school room, 
but it most certainly includes those things, and so we are not allowed to render our children as things to Caesar in this area, and 
certainly not to a secular (so-called agnostic) education. 
Notice that fathers are to bring their children up in the paideia “of the Lord.”  I don’t think this means in “the things of the Lord” (like 
Bible lessons).  It means that the Lord is the one educating the children and he is using fathers as His ordinary means.  Fathers are to 
work out what God is working in, and they are to do so believing the same promises that the children are called to believe.  And if it is 
“the paideia of the Lord” then it is the full enculturation of an entire worldview that we are talking about. 
 
 
Exhortations in Light of the Promises and Commands – The commands without the promises are nothing short of legalism 
and will ruin the educators and the educat-ees in the end because there is no life.  On the other hand, we are not saved by good works 
but to good works, for we are His workmanship (Eph 2:8-10) and this means that we have work (but not “works”) to do (Phil 2:12-13).  
And so here are some that come to this pastor’s mind in our present circumstances: 
Manifest Resting in the Promises and then Working in light of the Promises (1 John 5:21) – “Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols.”  Overall, we are a hard-working people, and your sacrifice for family and for Christian education is immense.  But guard your 
heart.  Your faith is not to be in your work, in this or that curriculum, co-op or school, nor in having a perfect family life like you think the 
other folks over there have (they don’t!).  Your faith is to be in the perceived faithfulness of your Heavenly Father.  Work from that faith. 
Worship is Central, not Optional, to all Education (Deut 6:4-5) – Education is a religious activity and so all faithful education 
necessarily flows from faithful worship.  Bringing your family to renew covenant with God is the first work of education every week, and 
everything else flows from that. 
Paideia is Hard and Good Discipline (Heb 12:5-7, Rev 3:19) – First, God does not trust us with things that are easy, that do not need 
hard work to understand or master, or that never break.  Second, there is no dichotomy between the work of instilling moral character 
and high academic standards.  To be explicitly Christian in our paideia is to nurture our children in the highest levels of character and 
knowledge.  Rigor is part and parcel to moral character, and knowledge without love puffs up. 
Fathers! (Eph 6:4, Deut 6) – Fathers are specifically called out to provide this paideia for their children.  Make sure your delegation is 
never a sorry cover up for actual abdication.  If paideia is the full enculturation of a generation, is it any wonder that we have become 
such an effeminate and schizophrenic culture? 
Do Not Grow Weary in Doing Good (Gal 6:9) – “…for in due season we shall reap.”  For all the rhetoric at the RNC last week, the real 
key to cultural transformation is only going to come from the faith-filled, Spirit-empowered work you parents, teachers, and students are 
about to give yourselves too – again.  Our hope is in the God of these promises. 
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