
Imago Dei:  Fallen and Redeemed – Psalm 2 
Imago Dei and the Battle for Humanity - #2 

 
Introduction – In Gen 1:26-28 we saw that when we talk about being made in the image of God we should first think about “male 
and female,” not as accidents, but central and purposeful in bearing His image.  The biblical definition of being created in God’s image 
is what gives humanity meaning, purpose, value, and a destiny (and Gen 2 fleshes that out for us even more).  Of course, Gen 3 
describes how we messed that all up – really bad – and the rest of the Bible teaches us how God had already designed and then 
executed the work of restoration through the New Man, Jesus, Who is the perfect Imago Dei. 
 
Why Do the Nations Rage? (Psalm 2) – We know from New Testament quotations of Psalm 2 that this is a Messianic and 
prophetic psalm speaking directly about the nations (Jew and Gentile) plotting to crucify Jesus, the declaration of His resurrection, and 
the ascension and rule of Christ over all nations.  Additionally, in this Psalm we see the patterns of screwed-up humanity which have 
ruined the Imago Dei; we also see the redeeming work of God to restore it, or rather, to restore us. 
Nations Raging (vv1-3) – Herod and Pontius Pilate, representing the Jews and Gentiles, conspired to crucify Jesus Christ (Acts 4:25-
28).  This is because when Adam fell, all mankind fell with him into death and the misery of the curse of God (Rom 5:12, 18-19).  This 
is the state of fallen man, denying God and refusing to give thanks to Him (Rom 1:18-23).  In his foolishness, he thinks he has run 
away from God and ruined His purposes. 
A Sovereign God Ruling (vv4-5) – As this relates to Jesus, it is explicitly made clear that the rebellion of Jew/Gentile and 
crucifying the Son of God was exactly what God had intended (again, Acts 4:25-28).  In regard to a culture which is running after 
homosexual-acceptance, they think they are running away from God.  In fact, the homosexual-acceptance agenda is actually a curse 
from the very hand of God (Rom 1:24-27).  The curse is not random.  It is a measured response to reveal how our rebellion against 
God is a rebellion against the very doctrine of Creation and what it means that we are created in the image of God.  From there, God 
then “gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting…”(Rom 1:28-32).   
 
God’s Curse upon a Nation Demanding Sexual Autonomy – It is hard, and maybe wrong-headed, to point the finger at 
just one issue or movement that has advanced our culture into the curse we find ourselves under.  Multiculturalism, secular-
humanism, atheistic-darwinism, liberalism, even prohibitionism, all have played a role.  But they all do point to one movement:  the 
same movement of Adam and Eve in the Garden in Gen 3.  We think we can have a better life by pursuing truth, goodness, pleasure, 
and beauty, without God and without His laws.  The “sexual revolution” begins with the advancement of the idea of sexual autonomy 
from any god or law outside of “self.”  Throwing away being made in God’s image, we attempt to remake ourselves in our own image.  
For generations, sexual activity has been divorced from the Dominion Mandate (be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth) as well as from 
the biblically defined covenant of marriage (hence, No-Fault Divorce laws, serial polygamy, living-together, etc).  Instead, pleasure and 
bonding have been the Hallmark (pun intended) purpose for sex – and it is real:  you really do become one flesh in some way, even 
with a harlot (1 Cor 6:15-20).  What is the natural outcome?  What is the curse from God?  Homosexual-unions, unbridled sexual 
immorality, and the murder of millions of children.  Not only do they practice these things; they approve and demand the approval of 
those actions by the society in which they live. 
 
A Savior Possessing (vv6-9) – But God did not leave us in our sin.  “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Gen 3:15).  Psalm 2:6-9 expands the prophecy.  Jesus, the new 
Imago Dei, is given rule and reign over the nations as His inheritance.  He is the image of God (Col 1:15, 2 Cor 4:4).  In the judgment 
of His crucifixion, Jesus grants us the restored image of God in His resurrection life.  The world is reconciled to God through Jesus 
Christ (2 Cor 5:18-19).  In the new Adam, our image is restored in knowledge, righteousness and holiness (Col 3:10, Eph 4:24). 
Kings, Judges, and Nations Warned (vv10-12) – All of this has been done in principle.  The work of Jesus Christ was 
accomplished and is being accomplished now.  Nations and the individuals of those nations are told to put down their rebellion and 
come quietly.  Kiss the Son, lest He be angry.  But there is a great promise as well:  “Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”  
That is a promise to sinners – to any sinner – to anyone.  All sins, even grievous sins against the very image of God, are paid for by the 
blood of Christ.  All sinners, any sinner, can be sanctified in Jesus and His Spirit (1 Cor 6:9-11). 
 
Real Curse.  Real Warning.  Real Promise.  Real World Salvation. – It must be stated that our goal should not be to 
make homosexual unions and abortion illegal in our culture and nation.  Our goal is to make those things unthinkable in our culture 
and nation.  And that will only happen when the defaced and ruined image of God is remade.  And the good news is this:  It has.  In 
our day, we are witnessing the ruin of an imperfect Christian nation.  But there remains an event which overcame the curse.  Preach 
and live that event, preach and live that Person.  Jesus came for just such a time. 
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