
Humbled Men of Messiah’s Mountain – Isaiah 2 
 
Introduction – “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10).  When man stops worshipping man, 
only then will he be exalted to rule with the Man who is exalted in the glory of His majesty (Isaiah 2:10, 19, 21).  What has stumbled 
Israel and will stumble all men is their arrogance; exalting themselves and trusting in themselves.  Chapters 2-4 form the next section 
within the first of Isaiah’s seven divisions (chs 1-12).  They depict the stark contrast between what Israel is appointed to be and what 
she is in Isaiah’s day.  When we exalt God, we too are lifted up.  When we exalt ourselves, we inevitably humiliate ourselves, leaving 
God alone exalted. 
 
The Mountain of the Lord’s House (vv1-4) – The word which Isaiah saw (a strange phrase) concerning Judah and Jerusalem 
was a mountain established above all with all nations, flowing like a river, coming to it (vv1-2).  The cry to come up goes out 
everywhere and God Himself will teach us His Law (v3).  His judgment and rebuke is efficacious; it removes war against God and war 
between nations of men (v4). 
“…in the latter days…” – We are disciples of Jesus and of His Book and so we must learn from the whole Bible what this term, 
“latter days,” or “last days,” refers to.  The question, “the latter days of what?” is answered clearly by its use in the New Testament:  
This is the period of time which takes place during the First Advent of Christ through the “last days” of Old Covenant Israel before it 
was forever destroyed in the destruction of the Temple in 70AD (See Acts 2:16-21, Heb 1:1-2, 8:13, 9:26, 1 Pet 1:20, 1 John 2:18 just 
for starters).  This is no ‘pie-in-the-sky’ Utopia.  This is the New Creation and it came to us when Jesus came.  It was established with 
His completed work on the cross and the King of the New World was crowned to reign at His coronation.  What Isaiah describes is 
what Jesus is working into and through His people over all the world and will continue until all His enemies are defeated (Psalm 110:1-
2).  We do not see this yet, “but we see Jesus” (Heb 2:9).  All who are humbled by this are then exalted by and with Him.  All who defy 
Him will be humiliated – as the rest of Chapter 2 and the example of Old Israel makes clear. 
 
The Haughtiness of Man Trusting in Man (vv5-11) – With that glorious promise the house of Jacob is invited to come and 
“walk in the light of the LORD” (v5).  If they would walk in that light, their evil deeds would be exposed and their trust in the idols of 
their heart would be laid bare (Eph 5:8-14).  But the nation is full of itself.  
Fourfold Fullness (vv6-9) - Isaiah exhorts Judah to see how foolish she has become in her haughtiness, something recorded and 
personalized in the reign of Uzziah, a powerful and successful king whose power went to his head (2 Chron 26).  Filled with eastern 
ways (and western ways, i.e. the Philistines), filled with wealth, filled with military strength, and a strong coalition of alien nations 
along with their idols, they were a self-made nation.  This is what they “bow down” to (v9) and therefore there is no reconciliation or 
forgiveness. 
They Will Be Bowed Down (vv10-11) – Those who bow down to idols will be bowed down by the terror of the Lord, so far down 
that they will hide in rocks and caves. 
 
The Day of the Lord and Humbling the Proud (vv12-21) – Uzziah, afflicted with leprosy by now, is the perfect covenant 
head example.  But the Day of the Lord is still to come as Isaiah writes, when Jerusalem will be taken down from her high place.  When 
the LORD is exalted, every high thing is cast to the earth (vv12-18).  Those who hate the light of God’s splendor will hide in rocks 
and caves, shamefully hiding from the terror of the Lord (vv19, 21), where those idols will dwell with the unclean rodents of the 
darkness (v20). 
The Day of the Lord and the Fall of Jerusalem – John picks up this same language in Revelation 6:12-17.  John is warning the 
New Covenant church, represented by the seven churches, to remain faithful amidst great temptations and persecutions, for God’s 
terrible wrath is about to be poured out on haughty Jerusalem who rejected their Messiah.  Messiah’s mountain was being lifted up and 
old Zion would scatter, hiding in shame in cave and the rocks of the mountain, while God’s splendor and glory was revealed in the 
coming of the Son of God in vengeance.  The Old Creation, the Old Jerusalem, the Old Temple and its administrations, would fall in 
the terrible splendor of God’s judgment. 
 
Sever Yourselves from Such (v22) – The passage has not been primarily talking about idolatry.  Verse 22 does not say, “be done 
with idols,” but rather, “be done with man.”  And of course, who is the man we are most tempted to worship?  We turn to the idol of self.  
Pride comes before the fall (Prov 16:18-19; 17:19).  Self-worship is from the devil and we are to resist him (James 4:7-10).  Jesus sets 
just this example for us (Phil 2:1-11), and warns us of not trying to exalt ourselves (Matt 16:24-26).  And of course, the Man who took 
up His cross for us has been lifted up and now reigns on that mountain of the house of the Lord and is drawing all men, all nations, to 
Himself.  Humbled by His Spirit, we gladly come out from our rock of shame and go to His mountain of splendor. 
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