
A Marvelous Work and Wonder – Isaiah 29 
 
Introduction – God is no mere spectator in the affairs of men or the theater of history.  Men who believe that God is not watching 
their actions nor judging their thoughts are men who run around with their fingers in their ears, their eyes scrunched closed, shouting, 
“I can’t hear Him, I can’t see Him” only to find themselves more deaf and blind than they could ever imagine.  Men who refuse to 
believe that God is sovereignly at work, orchestrating even the most minute details of His creation, find it harder and harder to believe 
in the glorious truth of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus – and all that meant for His creation.  But none of our hypocrisies, 
none of our wicked tyrannies, none of our God-hating plans and implementations will thwart God’s perfect plan.  That is our mercy – 
and that is His glory. 
 
I Will Do a Marvelous Work – In the center (vv13-14) of this chiastic-structured chapter we find the main idea of this “woe” 
upon Jerusalem answering this question:  Is a new beginning possible when the people of God have lost their way?  Maybe a more 
important question, a corollary to the first is this:  Has God brought forth this new beginning or are we simply coming to the end of a 
bad experiment? 
A.  Shame and Judgment upon Ariel (vv1-4) – “Ariel,” an obscure nickname for Jerusalem, should be understood as “altar 
hearth” for Jerusalem, the heart of the sacrificial system, would herself become a burnt offering to the Lord.  When the enemy (and 
future enemies) laid siege against her, Jerusalem would know God was doing this. 
B.  Thwarting the Plans of the Wicked (vv5-8) – You expect these verses to now declare the rubble-end of Jerusalem.  Instead, 
the most powerful nations in the hands of God are but chaff blowing away.  Their exciting dreams of conquest will come literally to the 
steps of Jerusalem and then, like waking from a dream, they will all vanish.  And when this happens, all will know that the Lord had 
done this as well. 
C.  They Cannot See for They Will not See (vv9-12) – “Blind yourselves and be blind” the prophet declares; go ahead and 
pretend there is no God.   Paul uses v10 in Rom 11:8 declaring the final blindness of that sacrificial city and system in his day.  They 
rejected the Messiah and so they were blinded from seeing the Messiah.  Jerusalem would truly become an “Ariel.” 
D.  The Wisdom of God Shall Confound and Save the Unbelieving World (vv13-14) – The Lord declares His utter hatred 
of outward worship when heart obedience and devotion are not behind it and a false-piety is upheld.  Jesus said the same thing (Matt 
15:8-9).  The only cure for such hypocrisy and the only hope for God’s people and the world would be the unilateral intervention of 
God our Savior Who would do an astounding work which would baffle the so-called wise men of the world.  Paul would make clear 
that the Lord was talking about the Cross (1 Cor 1:18-19). 
C’.  Rebellious Pots Chiding the Potter (vv15-16) – With regard to creation, the history of the world, the work of redemption, 
the declared intentions of the King of kings for the future, and His sovereign predestination of everything that comes about because 
He is the Spoken Word, unbelievers try to turn the whole thing upside down like jars of clay judging the potter for his work.  This too, 
finds its fulfillment in the New Testament as Paul discusses the doctrine of election, the fall of Israel, and the salvation of the world 
(Rom 9:19-21). 
B’.  Remaking Creation and Blessing the Meek Who will Inherit It (vv17-21) – The Lord, as Creator of everything, retains 
the right to re-create all things and that is His intention.  The work of the Cross affects the environment (v17, Rom 8:21), the 
physically downtrodden (v18), and the spiritual reconciliation of mankind with the Lord (v19. Matt 5:3, 5).  Jesus referred to these 
verses as he set the doubts of John the Baptist aside (Matt 11:1-6).  He was that promised Messiah – and He would deliver them from 
the true enemy (vv20-21). 
A’.  Glory and Redemption upon the House of Jacob (vv22-24) – Man in his foolishness tried to turn the tables on God (vv15-
16); instead God will have turned the tables on Jacob by redeeming the New Israel in such a way that “Jacob shall not now be ashamed.” 
 
Isaiah for Us Today - The New Testament makes very clear to us that the sermons of Isaiah were of contemporary significance in 
the days of the establishment of the Christian church.  Therefore, they have contemporary significance for us today as well –  
When the Word Comes – The purpose of the Word is always powerful.  It always comes to judge or justify, to chastise/encourage or 
condemn.  When we abandon the Word, that very Word blinds us even more.  When we submit to it, our understanding, hope, and 
wisdom grow (Heb 5:12-14). 
Devoted Hearts – But do not turn to the Word, to some system of liturgy, to moralistic works, in some outward way or as some 
substitute to coming to God in faith – a faith that loves God from a pure heart.  Jesus had fiery hatred of hypocritical Pharisees who 
knew their Bibles; He showed great compassion towards repentant sinners even when they were outcasts of society for their sins. 
Joy Inexpressible – Have you humbled yourself before God?  Are you self-identified as one who is “poor in Spirit?”  If you have done 
this in Jesus by faith, what are you promised?  “The humble also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in 
the Holy One of Israel.”  This is the “joy inexpressible” which Peter promised those who put their trust in God.  Joy in His sovereign hand 
of Creation and Redemption; joy in the participation  in that work here and now; joy in the promises of where this is all going; joy in 
being included in the “marvelous work” of Jesus.  Maybe you should ask yourself:  Is a new beginning possible in me? 
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