
Advent:  Comfort My People – Isaiah 40:1-2 
 
Introduction – These words are worth a pause, providing us the first lines of Handel’s Messiah.  More importantly, they open up the 
next and glorious sections of the book of Isaiah.  Chapter 39 had the last and daunting words to Hezekiah recorded in Isaiah’s sermons 
(39:5-7).  Now, there are three sub-sections marked by the phrase “there is no peace for the wicked” (48:22, 57:21, 66:24).  Overall, this 
book remains a prophecy of judgment upon unbelieving and unrepentant Israel.  Yet, filling its pages are some of the most poignant 
promises of deliverance from a future exile.  And that exile is not simply the Babylonian exile and not simply Israel’s exile.  Israel is 
actually the chosen pupil for the entire classroom of humanity. 
 
Commanded to Speak Words of Comfort – God is speaking through Isaiah to a vast company.  Who is commanded to 
comfort?  The Holy Spirit is the great Comforter.  We also know that angels comforted Jesus after His temptations (Matt 4:11) and 
when He was in the Garden of Gethsemene (Luke 22:43).  Angels are said to “minister for those who will inherit salvation” (Heb 1:14).  
Angels announced this joyful news to the shepherds at the birth of Christ (Luke 2:10, 14).  This good news is to be announced by 
God’s ministers as well for all time (Isaiah 52:7, Rom 10:15).  When the Word of God comes forth, there are to be great words of 
comfort for those who hear with faith. 
The Words of Comfort – The comfort comes in the form of words, the word of life, in anticipation of the Word becoming flesh.  
God’s words are not simply words.  They are Jesus.  They are life.  When the words come and are received, they “speak comfort to the 
heart” (lit. v2).  They come in times of darkness.  Isaiah is speaking of relief from exile long before the actual exile takes place.  Advent 
is a time of speaking comfort before the celebration of the Incarnation.   
 
What are the Words of Comfort? – These two verses are pregnant with words of comfort. 
My People, Your God – This is covenant language which God loves to use to describe His relationship with us (Exodus 6:7, 19:5, 
Lev 26:12, Deut 26:17-18); even in this New Covenant (Luke 1:47, 2:32, 1 Pet 2:9-10).  This is the language of God with the New 
Jerusalem; a world reconciled to Him, because… 
Her Warfare is Over – Ever since the Garden we have been at war with God.  And ever since the Fall He has promised that He 
would make an end of that war through the seed of the Woman.  Reconciliation with God is complete because in the fullness of time 
(Gal 4:1-4) God brought forth His Son.  Jesus has defeated the devil, He has made peace with us by ransoming us with His blood. 
Her Iniquity is Pardoned – Not only is the period of misery completed, but our sins have been forgiven, not because God looked 
the other way, but because He has made propitiation for them through His Son (1 John 2:2).  Much more detail on this will be 
revealed in Isaiah 53 and it is worth at least quoting 53:4-5.  There is great comfort when we rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ.  
Of course, this is why He took on flesh; this is why we celebrate the Incarnation. 
 
She Has Received Double – There is much mystery in this last phrase of 40:2.  It certainly points to many things. 
Double Blessing/Double Honor – “Instead of shame you shall have double honor, and instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their 
portion.  Therefore in their land they shall possess double; everlasting joy shall be theirs” (Isaiah 61:7).  We have not simply received 
forgiveness for our sins; we have received the righteousness of Another as well.  What honor and what comfort to be welcomed into 
the family of God. 
The Work of Christ and the Comfort in Advent – “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s 
obedience many will be made righteous.  Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much 
more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 5:19-
21).  That grace is mighty; mighty for all who are in Jesus – “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom 12:1). 
The Happiness of This Comfort – “Go, eat your bread with joy, And drink your wine with a merry heart; For God has already accepted 
your works” (Eccles 9:7).  This comfort brings forth the need to make merry, to celebrate, and to rest in the acceptance of God’s love.  
And in days of darkness, this comfort and joy is able to sustain all who are in Jesus (Hab 3:17-18). 
The Overflow of Comfort – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ” (2 Cor 1:3-5).  The church 
exists to be a living testimony of this comfort played out in the community of saints. 
 
The Consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25-32) – Simeon was waiting for the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:1-2 and he took that fulfillment 
up in his arms and blessed God.  Simeon had waited for that comfort but he had waited in that comfort as well.  Advent is a time of 
waiting for comfort and yet rejoicing in that promised comfort.  So is your ongoing walk with Christ by grace through faith.  You are 
awaiting final consolation; but you are invited to do so while living in that consolation now – by faith. 
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