
Stones for Ministry:  A Building – Gen 12:1-3, 1 Pet 2:4-6 
Introduction – Part of growing up is moving out and getting your own address.  Trinity Church has been blessed with multiple 
locations for us to meet in as we got established, and this present location has been a great blessing to us for a number of years.  
Nevertheless, we are established, we are “growing up” and we believe it is time to have our own address – for a number of reasons. 
 
The Gospel to Abram (Gen 12:1-3) – God spoke to Abram with imperatives; God doesn’t work with an invitation system devoid of 
commands and promises.  He is not waiting for men to choose for themselves (Matt 28:19, Acts 1:8).  His command to follow Him 
demands some kind of separation (v1), and it requires faith for He does not give all the details of His plan.  The promise is to Abraham 
and to His descendants (v2, Gen 12:7, 13:15) that is, to those with the faith of Abraham (Gal 3:16, 26-29).  God always promised that 
this command/promise was going to affect the entire world (v3) and Abraham came to understand this (Rom 4:13). 
A Place to Worship – As Abraham went through Canaan, he regularly builds altars to the LORD and calls on His name (Gen 12:7 
Shechem, 12:18 between Bethel and Ai, 13:18 Hebron).  These places of worship declared that Yahweh was lord of that land and His 
people were to minister there. 
A Place of Worship, Presence, and Prayer (1 Kings 5-8) – Skip ahead many centuries and we find Solomon obediently building the 
Temple, again declaring God’s presence and Lordship to the world.  The House could not contain the LORD, but it would be a House 
for His name (1 Kings 8:27-30), a House which proclaimed the presence, goodness, and mercy of the nation-saving God (2 Chron 7:1-
3).  When cleansing the rebuilt Temple, Jesus rebukes the misuse of His house, for, among other things, it was to be a place of prayer 
for all nations (Matt 21:12-13). 
Stones for Ministry – None of these places or houses were ever supposed to be taken superstitiously; in fact that became a problem 
for befuddled and unbelieving Israel crying out “the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord” (Jer 7:1-4).  And Stephen, the first 
martyr, made clear that God was never limited to revealing Himself only in Jerusalem or in the Temple (Acts 7:1-2, 9, 30, 47-49).  Every 
place of worship is a place for ministry, stones for ministry, not stones of ministry. 
 
Living Stones for Ministry (1 Pet 2:4-6) – Numerable passages in the New Testament, like this one, teach us that the real spiritual 
house is the house made with living stones, the church of living sacrifices (Rom 12:1-2), who align themselves and imitate the chief 
cornerstone, Jesus Christ.  We are the temple of the living God (2 Cor 6:16); we are the house of God (Heb 3:6).  And that means that 
wherever we meet, we should not primarily think that we are meeting at church, but that the church is meeting there.  And Peter tells us 
that we are “to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (v5).  However, we are physical beings and so we 
must offer up those sacrifices somewhere. 
Stones for Ministry, not Stones of Ministry – And all of this helps us understand how we are to view the ministry of a building.  It is a 
structure, a tool for ministry.  It is not holy or special in and of itself.  But as a physical structure, it is used for ministry by the saints to 
obey what God has called them to do before Him and to one another.  It is also used as a tool, both as a beacon and a beachhead for 
ministry to a particular locality. 
 
An Architectural Deacon – Think of a building as a deacon.  Its job is to serve the church in her mission.  And that would be our 
goal:  to acquire a permanent space where we could be better equipped to do all God has called this particular local body to do. 
A Place to Worship – Here is our first and most important reason to have a building.  We are called to gather and worship God 
corporately each Lord’s Day.  A building should exist, and exist in such a way, to promote congregational worship and the preaching of 
His Word. 
A Place to Feast and Fellowship – Part of being the church is simply being together.  With our distinctives of having a sunny 
Calvinism, an optimistic eschatology, and believing the promises of God for a thousand generations means that we are a celebratory 
people who need a place to help cultivate many aspects of those distinctives. 
A Place to Love One Another – A central and physical location provides an opportunity to minister together in many of the areas we 
sense our distinctive callings as well – including all kinds of biblical education, practical theology and counsel, glorious music and 
excellent musicians, and much more. 
A Place that Speaks to the Community – We are material beings living in a material place, and a material building has the ability to 
say something to the community and even help shape the definition of that community.  A building does so with its location and with its 
architecture. 
A Place to Mobilize for the Community – A building serves as a beachhead from which to go out and a refuge with which to welcome 
in.  The stones should cry out with us, “God is with us, God is good, God is merciful, God calls you to come.” 
 
Wisdom for These Stones (Prov 24:3-4) – “Through wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; by knowledge 
the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”  Where are we?  Where should we be?  How will we get there?  How will we 
more faithfully obey?  What pitfalls and temptations must we avoid in the process?  Join with us in praying and seeking wisdom 
together as we attempt to make some very practical decisions in the months and years ahead.              Dave Hatcher – April 27, 2014 


