
The Advent of Grace IV – Romans 5:12-21 
Sin Abounding, Superabounding Grace 

 
Introduction – As Christmas approaches, those with faith know that we are celebrating something far 
beyond our ability to completely comprehend.  Certainly, the ornaments and lights, the fudge and wine, the 
presents with the wrappings and ribbon, the fruits and the meats, the cookies and carols, cannot do it justice.  
Eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, what God has prepared for those who love Him (1 Cor 2:9).  From the 
beginning of the world, immediately following our fall into sin, there was a promise of a glorious deliverance 
and vengeance to be taken upon the serpent who had deceived.  Bethlehem was that moment when God 
made His move and where sin abounded, grace would abound much more. 
 
Cosmic Parallels and Contrasts (Rom 5:12-21) – There was one man through whom sin entered the world, 
Adam.  And then death spread to all men (v12).  Summarizing chapters 1-2, Paul notes that while there was 
no formal law between Adam and Moses, even so death reigned because sin was still in the world, for there 
was still a law in man’s heart (vv13-14).  And this horrible state actually helps establish the fact that Adam 
was a type of Christ (v14).  But Adam is a contrasting type, for the free gift of Christ is not like the offense of 
Adam (v15).  Here is the first “much more” – where many died by the one offense, much more abounded the 
grace and gift of life by Jesus Christ (v15).  This qualitative contrast is emphasized then:  one brought 
condemnation and one brought the free gift of justification (v16).  

The contrast between the effect of the actions of Adam and Christ could not be more stark.  We are 
invited to use the difference as a measuring stick to show how much more we are going to reign in life through 
Jesus Christ (v17).  If you look around the world and see how messed up it is with sin, then consider (with 
the how much more) and believe how incredibly good life is going to be through the free gift (v18).  One man 
disobeyed God at a tree and brought condemnation to many; one Man obeyed God upon a tree and many 
will be made righteous (v19).  God brought the law in order to make the offense abound.  He wanted to make 
it clear (especially to Israel) that they were under condemnation.  But all of this occurred so that it might be 
clear that where sin reigned to the point of death, so also and so much more, grace is reigning through 
righteousness to eternal life (vv20-21). 
 
Covenantal Clarity – Adam and Christ are both founders of a people, in the end, the only two people-
groups in the world.  They are the fathers of their respective descendants and they both have “many” children.  
We must be clear though.  Verse 18 is not teaching that Christ’s righteous act likewise affects all people 
without exception.  Rather, the parallel is that all under Adam are under condemnation and all in Christ are 
in the free gift of justification and life.  This leaves a question.  If all under Adam are under condemnation 
and every one of us are at one time under Adam, but only some (even if many) are eventually in Christ, how 
can it be said that grace abounded much more? 
 
How Much? – There was sin in the world before Adam sinned.  The serpent had fallen and Eve had 
disobeyed.  But sin was established in the world through a covenant head, through Adam.  This plunged the 
entire human race, and the creation (Rom 8:19-22), into sin, misery, and death.  How fallen is this world?  
Consider the immense number of sins that are constantly omitted, who can enumerate them, even 
individually (Psalm 40:12)?  Sins of omission, of commission, of thought, word and deed – cultivated by the 
arts and technologies without end.  Why do you have locks on your doors, homes, and safes?  Why do we 
have to have so many passwords?  Why are there so many lawyers, judges, and prisons?  Why are there so 
many diseases and disasters throughout the world (Amos 3:6)? 
 
How Much More? – This is the crazy truth about Christmas.  In the midst of the darkness, sin, misery, and 
death, God says to use that, not to lower your expectations of what He did and is doing, but rather to build 
your faith.  The hardest question to answer to your friend is often, “what about all the evil in the world?”  But 
Christmas declares that evil is going to be trampled to death by the goodness of God.  This passage tells us to 
look at how bad the sin of one man made the world.  It tells us to see the holy wrath of God upon His 
enemies, among whom we were all numbered.  It then tells us to look to Christ and see that, measured against 



the reign of superabounding grace, the reign of death is puny, weak, dying.  We are to look at remaining sin 
and death and know that “the sufferings of this present time are not even worth comparing to the coming glory” (Rom 
8:18).  Did you hear that?  They are not worth comparing. 
 
The Christmas Gift You Can’t Believe – The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea (Hab 2:14).  All of the nations shall flow to the mountain of the Lord’s house (Isaiah 
2:2).  The stone cut without human hands will grow and become a mountain that fills the whole earth (Dan 
2:13-14).  That is why we sing in our Christmas hymns, “Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the 
skies.”  That is why we sing “And makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness and wonders of 
His love.”  That is why we sing “He comes to make His blessing flow far as the curse is found.”  And the point 
isn’t that this will all happen one day in heaven.  He rules the world with truth and grace.  And the point 
isn’t that things will only get a little better.  Where sin abounded, grace superabounded.  “I can’t believe this 
is the Christmas gift we received?” you say.  Paul prays for us (Eph 3:14-21).  The glory, grace, and love of 
Christ that has been given to you and to this world cannot be measured or fully comprehended.  From 
Christmas on, this is where it is going:  All the sin, all the poverty, all the disease, all the pettiness, all the 
rapes and murders, all of it, is going to be swallowed up in an ocean of infinite kindness and glory.  Even 
your sin cannot keep up with the gift.  Even yours.  That’s Christmas.  Have a merry one. 

Dave Hatcher – December 22, 2019 

 

Notes for Little Saints 
 
These sermons have been about grace and how it is so much more, so much 
greater, so much more powerful than sin. 
Where do you see the effects of sin in the world?  What bad things do you see? 
 
 
 
If “grace abounded much more” what does God tell you to think the world will 
look like as the Gospel spreads all over the world?  What will happen to all the bad 
things? 
 
 
 
Draw a picture of the most beautiful Christmas present ever.   


